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A method and agent for the detection of thiol groups is presented in a system or formed in a step preceding the detection 
reaction. This formation can be effected by chemical reactions, such as, for example, reduction of disulphides, or 
biochemical reactions, such as, for example, thioester hydrolysis by esterases. Fe<3+> ions are reduced to Fe<2+> ions 
by the thiol groups. The Fe<2+> is then detected with suitable complex ligands, such as ferroins, cuproins and terrains. 
The complex ligands may also include hydrazones, imines, phenols and tetrazines. 
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